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“Witness to the Whole”© 
Shoreline Unitarian Universalist Society, Madison, CT 

The Rev. Jeanne Lloyd 
January 8, 2017 

 
“What is Truth if not Witness to the Whole?” 

- Carolyn McDade 
  
 

As we enter this sacred space together in fellowship and holiness, please turn off your 
electronic devices and respect others' need for silent reflection. 

 
Gathering Music      Meinem Jesum lass' ich nicht, J. Walther       Olga Kalinina 
 
Sounding of the Gong 
 
#Welcome            Linda Russell, Board of Trustees 
  
Prelude        Song Without Words Op.102, No.6, F. Mendelssohn 
 
Chalice Lighting & Bell           
(The flaming chalice is the symbol of our free faith) 
 
Opening Words                                    Rev. Lloyd 
Peter Morales, UUA President,1 

Our goal is to change hearts and minds. Our goal is to create the Beloved Community. 
Minds won’t change when individuals’ hearts are closed and afraid. 

Let us be people of faith who show another way. Let us show, by our lived example, that 
we have nothing to fear. Let us show that life lived in love, in community, committed to 
compassion, peace and sustainability, . . . [embracing] learning and diversity, are rich 
and joyful. 

Let us continue to reach out across the walls that divide us. Love will guide us. Be not 
afraid. 

#*Opening Hymn #1018      Come and Go With Me, verses 1-4 
 

                                                 
1Huffington Post, Be Not Afraid, 12/24/16. 
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A Story for All          Nate Pawelek, Director of Religious Education 
 
#Sing the Young People Out - Hymn #413     Go Now In Peace   
 
Honoring Our Joys and Sorrows      
And, now, if you woke this morning with a sorrow so heavy that you need the help of 
this community to carry it; or if, in the spirit of thankfulness, you woke with gratitude in 
your heart that simply must be shared, now is the time for you to speak.   
 
[RING SINGING BOWL]     
I invite you to relax your body, bring your mind and your heart into this space of 
community, faith, reason and love. Center yourself . . . breathe deeply.  Let us join 
together in communion as we listen to this blessing written by Rev. Robin Tanner:   
 

Pastoral Reflection 
A Blessing for Risk-Takers and Failures2 by Robin Tanner 
 
Today we share in a blessing for . . . risk-takers, all failures far and wide.... 
 
Blessed are they who fall in the mud, who jump with gusto and rip the pants, 
who skin the elbows, and bruise the ego, for they shall know the sweetness of 
risk. 
 
Blessed are they who make giant mistakes, whose intentions are good but 
impact has injured, who know the hot sense of regret and ask for mercy, 
for their hearts will know the gift of forgiveness. 
 
Blessed are they who have seen a D or an F or C or any letter less than perfect, 
who are painfully familiar with the red pen and the [label of] . . . "less than," 
for they know the wisdom in the imperfect. 
 
Blessed are they who try again, who dust off, who wash up, who extend the wish 
for peace, who return to sites of failure, who are dogged in their pursuit, 
for they will discover the secret to dreams. 
 
Blessed are they who refuse to listen to the naysayers, for their hearts will be 
houses for hope. 
 

                                                 
2 http://www.uua.org/worship/words/blessing/blessing-risk-takers-and-failures  January 7, 2017 

http://www.uua.org/directory/people/robin-tanner
http://www.uua.org/worship/words/blessing/blessing-risk-takers-and-failures
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Blessed are they who see beyond the surface of another, for they will be able to 
delight in the gift of compassion. 
 
Blessed are they who stop running the race to help a fellow traveler, who pick up 
the fallen, who stop for injured life, for they shall know the kindness of 
strangers. 
 
Blessed are they who wildly, boldly abandon winning, for they shall know the 
path of justice. 
 
Sung Meditation:  Hymn #1023      Building Bridges 

  
Offertory Words       
Rev. Leslie Takahashi3 
 

                                                 
3 Rev. Leslie Takahashi, 1/1/17, FB 
As 2016 draws to a close, many of us are finding it hard to figure out how to say good-bye to this 
particular year. So much has happened which has affected us personally and collectively.  This particular 
12 months has reminded me of the importance of community and organized efforts to be a sanctuary for 
our collective beliefs in the way the world can and should be. Organizations which do this will be so 
needed as this new year dawns.  For me, in particular, I am also aware of the power of Unitarian 
Universalist faith community to offer us solace and comfort, resolve and resources in times such as these. 
In our gatherings to learn about the threats to our democracy, our services to hold our fears and hopes, 
our outreach to one another in times of sadness and in times of joy, and in the ways we gather together 
to remember who we are and how we will continue to advocate for love and unity in these days all have 
been critical. And as we leave 2016 and take our first tentative breaths in 2017, I believe we are called to 
remember our calls to build community, be sanctuary, take courage and stay resilient.  Community is 
about our shared vision. Our Universalist ancestors once proclaimed that the goal of their faith was 
nothing short of working for one world united in peace and love. That goal remains a guidestar for us 
today.  Sanctuary is about being a place where we continue to deepen our ability to shelter those who are 
most endangered by the rising tide of hatred which we expect to see engulf more and more in 2017. In 
the weeks to come, we will be discussing how to deepen our capacity to shelter, protect and affirm those 
who have the most to fear in the days ahead: immigrants, people of color, religious minorities especially 
our Muslim neighbors and those whose sexual orientation or gender identity falls outside the old norms. 
Watch for more conversation about how we can deepen our ability to be in accountable and supportive 
relationship.  Courage speaks to our need to be willing to interrupt and to move outside our comfort 
zones so that others can be safe . . . Courage is about facing our fears rather than submitting to the 
inaction of despair or the privilege of looking the other way.  Resilience is about maintaining our own 
sense of balance and strength so that we can continue to hold our vision of a more loving, inclusive and 
united world in the years to come. This includes nurturing our own spirit and health and allowing our 
community to be a place of joy and restoration for each of us and for those who enter into our doors.   
So as the year ends, much to let go of and much to take up. We will need all of us to keep us alert and 
responsive to the challenges before us.    
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“And as we leave 2016 and take our first tentative breaths in 2017 . . . we are called to . . 
. build community, [to] be sanctuary, [to] take courage and [to] stay resilient.  
Community is about our shared vision. Our Universalist ancestors once proclaimed that 
the goal of their faith was nothing short of working for one world united in peace and 
love. That goal remains a guidestar for us today.”  Please give generously to the work of 
this congregation and its peacemakers. 
 
Offering & Offertory Music           Sentimentale, K. Costley 
 
 
Sermon         Witness to the Whole                                                      Rev. Lloyd 
 
By the time I left for college, at age 18, I had lived in 14 different places; 12 in the United 
States, 2 in France; 6 places south of the Mason-Dixon line; 4 in California; and, also the 
Nevada Proving Grounds; and, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas.  I was, and perhaps still am, a 
military brat, or more specifically an army brat.  Since leaving home, the pace and 
geography has slowed down, only 6 homes since graduating high school, most of them 
in New England, and the last 37 years in Connecticut.  In about a week, we will be 
closing on our next (and last) home only a ½ mile away from the church.   
 
Can I hear an hallelujah?!? 
 
Thus, making for a total of 21 different homes in my life.   
 
That’s a lot of border crossing.  And, border crossing is a very good skill to have.  But, 
you know what happens when you cross a border?  New stuff.  Stuff you don’t expect; 
sometimes, stuff you don’t choose; stuff you have to learn.  But . . . the faster you learn 
it, the quicker life will become familiar once again, less chaotic, more predictable, easier 
to navigate.  Most of us have a desire to fix the uncomfortable . . . fast.  Most of us don’t 
like to live in a place of disorientation for very long. 
 
On a positive note, though you not only learn about new stuff, you learn the process of 
adaptability.  You’re not just learning “things”, but you’re learning how to fit in, how to 
get the lay of the land, how to become part of the landscape instead of staying on the 
outside.  The experience of crossing borders over and over again, can lead one, in new 
situations, to scan for similarities and distinctions quickly, recognizing paths to 
integration while avoiding paths of isolation. 
 
PAUSE 
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I remember one time, having just been dropped into a new school in Monterey, 
California . . . I was trying to figure out that thing that every new student has to figure 
out right away in every new class:  how to label the top of your paper.  It was different 
in every school.  In this class (my first ever Spanish class) I didn’t know how to put my 
name on the paper.  So . . . I peered over the shoulder of the boy next to me, trying to 
copy the format  
 
“Let’s see “upper right hand corner of page, first name; next line, grade; next, date . . . 
do they want the teacher’s name?”   
 
While I wondered, suddenly, in that moment, I was called out by the teacher.  A teacher 
who didn’t know me . . .  She said to the whole class that I was cheating, copying his 
work . . . and, I suppose, in a way, I was.  But, she didn’t know the whole truth, and 
didn’t care to . . . 
 
Border crossing, boundary crossing . . . going into strange and unfamiliar places . . . is 
not always fun.  I think the degree to which you find such “travel” an adventure, 
probably depends a lot on how much your boundary crossing was your choice, or 
whether, instead, it was imposed on you by circumstances beyond your control. 
 
PAUSE 
 
This week and next I will be referencing the work of Carolyn McDade whose music has 
inspired our movement for years.  Long ago, I caught a snippet of a lyric, buried in a 
much larger song.  It said, “What is truth if not witness to the whole?”  It was a phrase 
that resonated with me, deeply.  What is truth if not witness to the whole? 
 
So often, too often, we as humans seem incapable of getting past our own myopic 
understanding of reality; that reality which we know to be our truth and which we 
assume to be everyone else’s truth.  Likely, we will frame our truth with a glorious gilt 
frame, called “righteousness”.  [Lift golden frame to frame my face.]  TRUTH bounded by 
what we know to be RIGHT.  This “right framed truth”, becomes a circumscribed 
perspective of the world that so very perfectly describes what we understand the real 
world to be, but in fact, so narrows our view of the world that we become blind to 
other’s truths, particularly when they are different from our own.  [Remove frame.] 
 
I learned this “truth” early:   that truth changes in different places, it can be contextual.  
How things are done here, are not how things are done there.  And, that doesn’t make 
one way of doing things right or wrong.  It just makes it different.  In all likelihood, it 
works as well one way as the other. I think I learned at my mother’s knee the sage 
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advice, “when in Rome do as the Romans do.”  Though at the time, I wondered where 
Rome was? 
 
Nonetheless, I’ll confess it was a hard lesson to learn.  I certainly tried more times than I 
care to admit to prove that someone else was wrong because I knew I was right.  It was 
so easy for me to see where someone else was misguided (whereas I knew the right 
way).  Partly, it was easy for me to adopt this stance, because there were no 
consequences to my arrogance and naiveté.  After all, as an army brat, I would be 
moving on.  I didn’t need to deal with the inevitable messiness of human relationships.  I 
didn’t have to stick around to work things through.  In fact, I didn’t learn how to 
sincerely apologize for a long time.  And, now, I’ve come to realize that there are 
prerequisite skills to learning the art of apologizing.  You have to be with someone long 
enough, be with a people long enough, to learn to care, to learn remorse, to learn how 
to forgive.  And, to do that, we have to cross the borders that divide us, disconnect our 
identity from our exquisite “right framed truth”, and . . . witness to other’s truths.  In 
doing so, maybe we will discover a larger truth we hadn’t imagined. 
 
The Muslim Cleric, Rumi, says,  

 
“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing 

and rightdoing there is a field. 
I’ll meet you there.”4 

 
Only when we meet out there, out in that field beyond my truth and yours, out beyond 
the tight 45 degree mitered corners of our right angled frames, only then is there the 
possibility that we might, just might, discover the whole truth.  For what is truth, if not 
witness to the whole? 
 
PAUSE 
 
While I was crossing and adapting to all these different countries and places and states 
of well-being and well, of just being, I began to take note of the common core values 
that did mean something to most people. They weren’t always easy to spot, but deep 
down, really deep down, there were core moral values that seem to cut across all 
people.  Oddly though, their universality was not often recognized.   Sometimes that 
righteous golden frame blocks our peripheral vision, making for tunnel vision, and keeps 
us from seeing the important stuff:  Namely that we are really not so very different from 
one another.  Each of us can hurt in similar ways. 
 

                                                 
4 http://www.elise.com/quotes/rumi_-_there_is_a_field  January 6, 2017 

http://www.elise.com/quotes/rumi_-_there_is_a_field
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Regardless of the soap box from which we bestow our individual truths onto others, 
there are core values that touch most everyone’s heart.  Who among you has not felt at 
some point, a deep and wounding hurt?   
 
PAUSE 
 
Collectively and separately, we know what betrayal feels like.  We know 
disappointment.  We worry for our children and their futures.  We may worry for our 
own.  Sickness and disability will get any of us down.  Not having enough money to pay 
for one’s basic needs is . . . dehumanizing.  Watching others have an easier time than 
you, when you are desperate, can be demoralizing.  Each of us learns at an early age 
what injustice feels like.  Most of us learned early in our lives how to say, “That’s not 
fair.”     
 
Look past the abstract philosophical and political arguments about why one group of 
people claims to be more right, more “truthy”, than others, and deep down, I submit 
that you will find insecurity, fear, anxiety, outrage, despair, loss, grief, frustration, and 
anger.  Stepping outside the border of our right frame of truth to reach out and touch 
another person’s despair and pent up feelings is, I believe, the only way that together 
we can find that field beyond all the wrongdoing and rightdoing. 
 
PAUSE 
 
This country was founded on the fundamental ideal that people are entitled to human 
rights.  Our Declaration of Independence5 says, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all . . . are created equal, that [all] are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness . . . 
and [the right] to [pursue security for one’s] . . . future.”   
 
It is when we, as a nation, as a people, stop reaching and striving to ensure that all 
people achieve their fundamental human rights . . .  
 
. . . that despair settles deep in the soul.  
 
Likewise, the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights6 was adopted in 
1948 as a common goal for all peoples and all nations.  It has 30 articles that explain in 
detail the rights that humans are each worthy of and entitled to . . .  
 
A few of those articles are . . . 

                                                 
5 http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/  January 6, 2017 
6 http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/  January 6, 2017 
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Article 1. 
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
 
Article 2. 
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status . . . 
 
Article 3. 
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 
 
Article 4. 
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be 
prohibited in all their forms. 
 
Article 5. 
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 
 
Article 7. 
All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal 
protection of the law.   
 
PAUSE 
 
And, now look to our own Unitarian Universalist Principles: 
 
1st Principle:  The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
 
2nd Principle:  Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 
 
3rd Principle:  Acceptance of one another . . . 
 
4th Principle:  A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
 
5th Principle:  The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process [in our 
lives] 
 
6th Principle:  The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
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7th Principle:  Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a 
part.7 
 
Beloved, we have found ourselves in a new land, having crossed unfamiliar borders.  We 
may feel somewhat disoriented.  What shall we do?8   
 
We will do as we have always done and were always meant to do.  We will cross 
whatever border it takes to assure the protection and promotion of human rights for all 
the people.  We will learn how to leave behind our individual frames of righteousness . . 
. in order that . . . we may witness to the whole of truth:  my truth, your truth, but 
ultimately . . . our truth.  We will do the uncomfortable, reach across the divide, and 
leave behind our silos to listen compassionately to those we do not understand so that 
we may discover together our common ground.  The common ground where upon we 

                                                 
7 And then there are also the sources from which we draw our principles.  I mention only a few of them 
here: 

• . . . to confront powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming 
power of love; 

• [to draw on the] [w]isdom [of] the world's religions [to] . . . respond [ethically and spiritually] to 
God's7 love by loving our neighbors as ourselves; 

• . . . [to heed the Humanist teachings] . . . of reason and the results of science [that] warn us 
against idolatries of the mind and spirit; http://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/sources  
January 6, 2017 

 
8 Note of Howard Thurman:  "During these turbulent times we must remind ourselves repeatedly that life 
goes on. This we are apt to forget. The wisdom of life transcends our wisdoms; the purpose of life outlasts 
our purposes; the process of life cushions our processes. The mass attack of disillusion and despair, 
distilled out of the collapse of hope, has so invaded our thoughts that what we know to be true and valid 
seems unreal and ephemeral. There seems to be little energy left for aught but futility. This is the great 
deception. By it whole peoples have gone down to oblivion without the will to affirm the great and 
permanent strength of the clean and the commonplace. Let us not be deceived. It is just as important as 
ever to attend to the little graces by which the dignity of our lives is maintained and sustained. Birds still 
sing; the stars continue to cast their gentle gleam over the desolation of the battlefields, and the heart is 
still inspired by the kind word and the gracious deed. There is no need to fear evil. There is every need to 
understand what it does, how it operates in the world, what it draws upon to sustain itself. We must not 
shrink from the knowledge of the evilness of evil." 
"Over and over we must know that the real target of evil is not destruction of the body, the reduction to 
rubble of cities; the real target of evil is to corrupt the spirit of man and to give his soul the contagion of 
inner disintegration. When this happens, there is nothing left, the very citadel of man is captured and laid 
waste. Therefore the evil in the world around us must not be allowed to move from without to within. 
This would be to be overcome by evil. To drink in the beauty that is within reach, to clothe one's life with 
simple deeds of kindness, to keep alive sensitiveness to the movement of the spirit of God in the 
quietness of the human heart and in the workings of the human mind - this is as always the ultimate 
answer to the great deception." 
- Howard Thurman, 
Meditations of the Heart 
 

http://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/sources


“Witness to the Whole” 
Rev. Jeanne Lloyd, 1-8-17 

Page 10 of 10 

 

 
 
©2017.  All notes, research, sermons and other products are the sole intellectual property of Rev. Lloyd, 
unless otherwise noted as the intellectual property of another.  Sermons may be copied for individual use, 
only.  If quoted, appropriate attribution to Rev. Lloyd is expected. 

learn that we are each worthy of respect, dignity and economic and emotional security.  
Each of us, all of us, we all have borders to cross.  The walls are high.  But we are a 
persistent, resilient, and unwavering people.  We will demonstrate our fortitude in the 
face of threats and we will witness in the face of falsity.   We will not be fooled or misled 
by those who would divide us.   
 
Beloved, when the moment comes, let us be convicted of our principles.  Let us be 
convicted of our faith in each other.  And, let us be convicted of our faith in humanity.  
Let us prevail.    
 
So may it be. 
 
*Closing Hymn #1026      If Every [Person] in the World, verses 1-2, 4 
 
*Closing Words                     
“Please join hands for the extinguishing of the chalice.” 
 
“We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the 
fire of commitment. We extinguish this flame, but not the power and meaning of our 
covenant, calling us to our highest ideals and ways of being with one another. These we 
carry in our hearts until we are together again.   
 
So may it be. 
 
Extinguishing the Chalice      
 
Closing Music         Postlude, L. Boellmann 

 
 

 
Announcements                                              Linda Russell 
* Please stand as you are able and comfortable.                  
# Latecomers may be seated.  
 


