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“Abraham’s	Family”©	
Shoreline	Unitarian	Universalist	Society,	Madison,	CT	

The	Rev.	Jeanne	Lloyd	
December	11,	2016	

	
“Come,	Come	Whoever	You	Are	.	.	.	“	
~	Adapted	from	Rumi,	1207-1273	

	
	
Gathering	Music			Allegro	Moderato	in	E-flat	major,	Haydn							 Carol	Wright												
	 	 	
Sounding	of	the	Gong	
	
#Welcome	 	 	 	 	 																								 	 Eric	Munro	

															 	 Board	of	Trustees	
	
Prelude						For	Aaron	Stern,	Leonard	Bernstein	
	
Chalice	Lighting	&	Bell	 	 	 	 	 	 Richard	Gresley	 				
(The	flaming	chalice	is	the	symbol	of	our	free	faith)	
	
Opening	Words	 				 	 									 														 	 Rev.	Lloyd	
	
From	Rumi1	(Muslim	Cleric)	
	
“Soul	receives	from	soul	that	knowledge,	therefore	not	by	book	
				nor	from	tongue.	
If	knowledge	of	mysteries	come	after	emptiness	of	mind,	that	is		
				illumination	of	heart.”			
	
#*Opening	Hymn	#219		 			O	Hear,	My	People	
	
A	Story	for	All		 										 	 	 	 													
	
#Sing	the	Young	People	Out						Till	We	Meet	Again	
	
Honoring	Our	Joys	and	Sorrows	 	
And,	now,	if	you	woke	this	morning	with	a	sorrow	so	heavy	that	you	need	the	help	of	
this	community	to	carry	it;	or	if,	in	the	spirit	of	thankfulness,	you	woke	with	gratitude	in	
your	heart	that	simply	must	be	shared,	now	is	the	time	for	you	to	speak.			
                                                
1	http://www.khamush.com/poems.html		December	10,	2016	
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Each	Sunday	we	take	time	with	one	another	to	share	our	joys	and	sorrows.	Sometimes	
we	share	words,	sometimes	we	share	silence.	We	do	this	in	the	sanctuary,	the	safe	
container,	of	a	covenantal	community.			
	
[RING	SINGING	BOWL]					
I	invite	you	to	relax	your	body,	bring	your	mind	and	your	heart	into	this	space	of	
community,	faith,	reason	and	love.	Center	yourself	.	.	.	breathe	deeply.		Let	us	join	
together	in	a	communion	of	silence.			

	
	 Silent	Communion	

	
Sung	Meditation:		Hymn	#214			Shabbat,	Shalom	
	

Offertory	Words	 	 	 	 	 	 	 										SLT	609			Saadi	
	

To	worship	God	is	nothing	other	than	to	serve	the	people.	
It	does	not	need	rosaries,	prayer	carpets,	or	robes.	
All	peoples	are	members	of	the	same	body,	created	from	one	essence.	
If	fate	brings	suffering	to	one	member,	the	others	cannot	stay	at	rest.	
Let	us	now	take	the	offering.	

	
Offering	&	Offertory	Music			Mazurka	in	D	minor,	Op.	67,	no.	2,	Chopin	
	
“If	fate	brings	suffering	to	one	member,	the	others	cannot	stay	at	rest.”		We	gratefully	
receive	your	offering	to	this	congregation	and	the	larger	community.	
	
Sermon		 	 Abraham’s	Family	 	 	 	 	 Rev.	Lloyd	
	
Rev.	Tom	Owen-Towle,	writes,	“When	asked	to	describe	the	divine,	a	child	in	[one	of]	
our	religious	education	programs	once	[said],	that	“God	is	fat.”		Tom	says,	“any	.	.	.	God	
worth	affirming	must	be	fat,	big,	large	enough	to	embrace	all	souls	or	none,	and	such	a	
God	exhorts	us	humans	to	be	spacious	of	spirit	in	return.”2	
	
In	this	season	of	light,	we	look	for	inspiration	from	the	world’s	great	religions	calling	us	
to	be	our	best	 selves	 to	one	another,	 to	put	aside	our	divisions,	 to	 treat	 the	other	as	

                                                
2	Owen-Towle,	Tom.		The	Gospel	of	Universalism,	Hope,	Courage	and	the	Love	of	God,	Boston:	Skinner	
Books,	1993,	14.	
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ourselves	and	as	Matthew	says,	to	"'Love	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul	
and	with	all	your	mind.'3	
	
This	message	has	 come	down	 through	 the	 ages	 through	many	prophets	 and	 religious	
figures.	 	 It	 has	 also	 come	 down	 through	 ordinary	 people	 and	 through	 faith	 traditions	
that	 did	 not	 name	 a	 G*d4,	 but	 found	 reverence	 and	 spirituality	 in	 nature	 and	 in	
humanity.	 	 Last	 week	 I	 mentioned	 the	 Yule-tide	 celebrations	 of	 the	 solstice;	 newer	
cultural	 celebrations	 of	 Kwanzaa	 and	 HumanLight;	 and,	 I	 mentioned	 briefly	 Jewish,	
Muslim	 and	 Christian	 celebrations	 at	 this	 time	 of	 year.	 	We	will	 celebrate	more	 fully	
Yule-tide	traditions	and	the	birth	of	Jesus	at	our	other	services	this	month.				
	
But,	today,	I	want	to	explore	the	faiths	of	Islam	and	Judaism	a	bit	more	deeply.		These	
faith	traditions	that,	along	with	Christianity,	trace	their	human	roots	back	to	Abraham.	It	
is	 said	 he	 is	 spiritual	 father	 of	 16	million	 Jews5,	 2.1	 billion	 Christians6,	 and	 1.6	 billion	
Muslims7	 around	 the	world.	 	 He	 is	 history’s	 first	monotheist.8	 	 The	 first	 to	 step	 away	
from	polytheism	and	 its	 idols,	and	stepped	 forward	 into	 the	unknown	with	 faith	 in	an	
invisible	 G*d,	 that	 promised	 to	 protect	 and	 defend	 Abraham	 and	 all	 his	 children	 and	
followers	 in	 return	 for	one	 thing.	 	That	one	 thing:	 	 to	believe,	 to	have	 faith	 in,	and	 to	
submit	to	the	directions	G*d	gives.		These	were	the	ones	he	gave	to	Abraham:			
	
“Go	 forth	 from	 your	 native	 land	 and	 from	 your	 father’s	 house	 to	 the	 land	 that	 I	 will	
show	you	.	.	.	and,	I	will	bless	you	.	.	.	and	you	will	be	a	blessing	.	.	.	and	all	the	families	of	
the	earth	shall	bless	themselves	by	you.”9	(emphasis	added)	
	
I	 share	 this	 as	 though	 there	are	 tombs	of	primary	 source	documents	about	Abraham.		
But,	 after	 4000	 years,	 there	 is	 not.	 	 He	 is	 legend,	 but	 not	 well	 known.	 	 He	 is	
mythological.	 	People	have	made	many	things	of	him,	not	all	 them	consistent	with	his	
original	call	as	we	understand	it.	His	story	lives	in	oral	traditions	and	in	faith	traditions	
that	put	his	story	to	paper	(or	more	precisely	to	parchment).		And,	in	the	writing	down	

                                                
3	Matthew	22:27,	New	International	Version	Bible.	
4	Rev.	Lloyd	does	not	spell	out	the	word,	“G*d,”	because	the	term	is	loaded	with	many	misconceptions	
and	preconceptions.	That	which	is	the	spirit	of	life	and	community,	the	spirit	of	love	and	death,	the	spirit	
of	humanity,	cannot	be	relegated	to	one	three	letter	word.	Rev.	Lloyd	invites	others	to	reconsider	the	
meanings	of	this	word,	and,	to	contemplate	whether	it	is	a	noun	or	verb.	Is	G*d	Love?	The	reader	is	
invited	to	expand	their	vision	and	understanding	.	.	.	
5	http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4673018,00.html		December	10,	2016	
6	http://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/		December	10,	2016	
7	http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2015/april/heres-best-prediction-yet-christianity-islam-
2050-pew.html		December	10,	2016	
8	Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	9.	
9	Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	39.	
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of	 these	oral	stories,	sometimes	political	agendas	rewrote	the	message.	 	They	still	do.		
Here’s	 what	 we	 think	 the	 original	 message	 was	 to	 Abraham,	 as	 suggested	 by	 Bruce	
Feiler	in	his	book	called,	Abraham	–	A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths:	
	

• 	There	is	one	G*d.	
• 	“You	 can	 only	 connect	with	God	 if	 you	 understand	what	 it	means	 to	 connect	

with	one	another.			
• It	 is	 the	 relationship	between	a	person	and	another	human	being	 that	 creates	

and	allows	for	a	relationship	with	God.			
• “If	 you’re	 not	 capable	 of	 living	 with	 each	 other	 and	 getting	 along	 with	 each	

other,	then	you’re	not	capable	of	having	a	relationship	with	God.”10		
• “G*d	can	only	be	made	manifest	in	this	world,	through	neighborly	love.”11	

	
Perhaps	you	noticed?		In	this	theology,	“Humans	are	clearly	central	to	God’s	world.		He	
needs	 them.	 	 He	 wants	 them	 to	 be	 his	 representatives	 on	 earth.	 	 But,	 humans	
disappoint.”12	 	 In	Abraham	he	is	seeking	a	do-over.	 	As	he	does	throughout	history,	he	
tries	one	more	 time.	 	And,	 this	 time	he	 chooses	Abraham,	who	 “inaugurates	 the	20th	
generation	 of	 humans.	 [Abraham]	 is	 semi-nomad,	 he	 is	 not	 a	 settled	 man,	 or	 a	
wandering	man.		He	is	a	combination	who	embodies	in	his	upbringing	a	message	he	will	
come	to	represent:		the	perpetual	stranger	in	a	strange	land,	the	outsider	who	longs	to	
be	 the	 insider,	 the	 landless	 who	 longs	 for	 land,	 the	 pious	 who	 [finds	 comfort	 in	 an	
invisible	G*d	that	can	travel	with	him].13		[And]	he	is	different	from	[previous	humans]:		
he	is	not	righteous,	he	is	not	special.	He’s	not	godly	in	any	way	.	.	.	he	seems	unsure	.	.	.	
his	life	is	suspended	.	.	.	He	has	no	heir,	no	[legacy	of	children].”14		He	has	no	land.		In	his	
Bedouin	life	the	only	constant	he	can	have	is	family	.	.	.	but	outside	of	his	wife	Sarah	.	.	.	
there	is	no	remaining	family.	
	
And,	what	of	G*d?		There	was	no	one	G*d	until	Abraham.		There	were	many	gods	and	
goddesses,	many	idols,	from	which	Abraham	took	no	comfort.			
	
As	the	story	goes,	when	Abraham	was	a	boy,	“[he	finds]	.	.	.	a	stone	god	[that	fell]	.	.	.	in	
his	father’s	.	 .	 .	shop.		When	[lifted],	 it	falls	again,	severing	its	head.		No	problem:		the	
father	promptly	 chisels	 a	new	body	and	attaches	 the	old	head	 to	 it.	Abraham	muses.		
‘What	are	 these	useless	 things	 that	my	 father	 is	doing?’	 ‘Is	he	not	 rather	a	god	 to	his	

                                                
10 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	14.		A	
quote	by	David	Wilna. 
11 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	14. 
12 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	23. 
13 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	21. 
14 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	24. 
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gods?	 	 It	 would	 be	more	 fitting	 for	 them	 to	 bow	 down	 to	 him.”15	 	 In	 another	 story,	
“Abraham	 looks	 at	 the	 stars	 and	 concludes	 they	 are	 gods,	 until	 they	 disappear	 .	 .	 .	
Finally,	he	realizes	 that	one	God	must	be	behind	them	all	 [,	and	says],	 	 ‘I	disown	your	
idols.		I	will	turn	my	face	to	him	who	has	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth	.	.	.”16	
	
And,	so	he	turns.		He	turns	away	from	his	parents,	away	from	polytheism,	the	first	to	do	
so,	 and	 turns	 towards	 the	 unknown,	 toward	 faith	 in	 something	 beyond	 him	 that	 he	
could	not	control	but	could	only	follow.	 	 In	so	doing	he	becomes	the	first	monotheist,	
the	first	martyr	and	one	might	also	say	the	first	heretic.		He	establishes	the	foundation	
for	 monotheism	 across	 billions	 of	 people.	 	 He	 models	 for	 them	 the	 opportunity	 to	
reinterpret	and	turn	away	from	their	first	faith,	toward	a	new	one.	
	
In	 Judaism,	 Christianity	 and	 Islam,	 prophets	 arose,	 perhaps	 the	 most	 notable	 being:		
Moses,	Jesus	and	Mohammed.		For	each	of	them,	their	purpose	was	not	to	create	a	new	
religion,	but	 to	bring	 the	people	back	 to	G*d	by	“restoring	 the	primordial	 faith	 in	one	
God.”17	 False	 prophets	 arise,	 too,	 inviting	 destruction	 and	 violence,	 confusing	
righteousness	with	 submission,	 pridefully	 hijacking	 a	 religion	 in	 the	 name	 of	 G*d,	 for	
political	 ends.	 	 And,	 so	 it	 begins.	 	 Triumphant	 religions	 claim	 theirs	 is	 the	 one	 true	
religion	and	all	others	are	heretics.			
	
Beware	of	the	righteous	who	are	most	ardent	and	proud	and	who	seek	to	force	G*d’s	
hand	 to	 do	 something,	 antithetical	 to	 the	 real	 call.	 	 Too	 few	 realize	 that	 there	 is	 a	
distinction	between	following	G*d	and	following	a	religion.18	
	
And,	so	as	the	story	goes,	G*d	blesses	Abraham	by	making	 it	possible	for	him	to	have	
two	sons.		The	first	born,	Ishmael,	whose	legacy	is	said	to	be	Islam,	and	the	second	born,	
Isaac,	whose	 legacy	 is	 said	 to	be	 Israel	or	 Judaism.	 	Each	capable,	when	 following	 the	
teachings	of	Abraham,	of	bringing	forth	light	in	periods	of	darkness.	
	
Judaism:		Celebration	of	Hanukkah	
In	1200	B.C.E.,	Abraham’s	first	people,	the	Jews,	“were,	in	the	broadest	terms,	
newcomers	into	the	Fertile	Crescent.”19		Across	the	course	of	a	thousand	years	their	
kingdom	was	split	in	two	and	their	people	exiled	to	Babylonia.		Then	the	Persians	arrived	
and	they	returned	the	people	of	Judaism	to	Israel.		Subsequently,	the	Seleucids	took	
control	over	Judah	in	198	B.C.E.20	
                                                
15 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	28. 
16 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	33. 
17 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	31. 
18 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	163. 
19	Ibid,	11.	
20	Ibid,	13-15.	
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Conquered	time	and	time	again,	“	.	.	.	Jewish	religious	practices	were	[routinely]	
outlawed,	the	temple	in	Jerusalem	was	looted,	and	Greek	religious	symbols	were	
forcibly	installed	in	[their]	Second	Temple.		Many	Jews	were	killed	and	Judaism	was	
effectively	outlawed.”21	[A	rebellion	was]	begun	by	[the	Maccabees],	end[ing]	in	a	
resounding	victory	.	.	.	and	the	rededication	of	the	Second	Temple.”22		
	
The	word,	Hanukkah,	comes	from	the	Hebrew	word	that	means	‘dedication’	or	
‘consecration’.	.	.	“[Only]	a	single	container	[of	consecrated	olive	oil]	.	.	.	[remained	for	
the	dedication],23	only	enough	.	.	.	to	fuel	the	eternal	flame	in	the	Temple	for	one	day.		
Miraculously,	the	oil	burned	for	eight	days,	which	was	[just]	the	length	of	time	it	took	to	
press,	prepare	and	consecrate	fresh	olive	oil.”24			
	
“Hanukkah	does	not	[glorify]	the	[military	victory].		Instead,	it	focuses	on	the	miracle	of	.	
.	.”25	the	triumph	of	Judaism’s	spiritual	values.		[The	lit]	menorah	is	[the	incarnated	
symbol]	of	the	Torah.		And	it	is	the	Torah,	[the	illuminating	light	of	the	Jewish	faith]	that	
lights	the	path	amidst	darkness	and	confusion.26		In	this	lesson,	we	see	the	power	of	a	
people	yearning	to	be	one	with	their	G*d.		A	people	unwilling	to	allow	others	to	
interfere	in	their	relationship	with	the	Most	High.			Oppressed	by	others,	denied	the	
opportunity	to	practice	their	faith,	they	sought	refuge	to	return	to	the	God	of	Abraham.		
And,	it	was	granted.	
	
Islam:		Muhammad’s	Birth			
It	 is	 said	 that	 tomorrow,	 December	 12th,	 is	 Muhammad’s	 birthday.	 	 This	 date	 is	
sometimes	 debated,	 and	 at	 first	 I	 hadn’t	 included	 it	 in	 the	 list	 of	 holidays	 to	
acknowledge	 this	 month.	 Then	 I	 realized,	 every	 religion	 has	 factions	 that	 argue	 over	
dates,	events,	prophets	and	their	meanings.	But,	here	is	the	thing	to	remember.		Though	
many	Muslims	celebrate	tomorrow’s	birthday,	the	real	date	to	remember	in	Islam	is	July	
622	C.E.		Muslims	date	their	history	not	from	Muhammad’s	birth	or	death,	or	even	from	
the	year	he	began	to	recite	the	Koran.		Time	begins	the	year	the	prophet	left	his	native	
land,	went	forth	to	another	land,	and	gave	birth	to	a	community	of	believers.		July	622	
C.E.	27	
	

                                                
21	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah	
22	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah	
23	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah	
24	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah	
25	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah	
26	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah 
27 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	167. 
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“In	 [those]	early	 years	of	 .	 .	 .	 preaching	while	he	 lived	 in	Mecca	 .	 .	 .	Muhammad	was	
careful	 to	 stress	 that	 Abraham	was	 a	 universal	 figure	 of	 faith.	 	 Jews,	 Christians,	 and	
Muslims	were	all	People	of	 the	 [same]	Book	 .	 .	 .	who	believed	 in	 the	 same	God.	 	 .	 .	 .	
Muhammad	fully	expected	Jews	and	Christians	to	follow	his	return	to	pure	monotheism	
[instructing	 his	 followers	 to]	 ‘Be	 courteous	 when	 you	 argue	 with	 the	 People	 of	 the	
Book,’	...	‘We	believe	in	that	which	has	been	revealed	to	us	and	which	was	revealed	to	
you.	 	 Our	 God	 and	 your	 God	 is	 one.	 	 To	 him	 we	 submit.’”28	 More	 specifically,	 his	
message	was	 “one	 of	 social	 and	 spiritual	 equality.”29	 	 He	worked	 closely	 with	 Jewish	
leaders,	 enhanced	 his	 knowledge	 of	 the	 Bible	 and	 adjusted	 his	 new	 religion	 to	
accommodate	his	allies	even	more.		He	set	his	weekly	prayer	day	on	Friday,	[so	.	.	.	as	to]	
not	compete	with	the	Jewish	workweek	.	 .	 .	 	 In	addition,	[in	those	times]	he	urged	his	
worshipers	 to	pray	 toward	 Jerusalem	and	declared	 that	 the	 Jewish	Day	of	Atonement	
would	also	be	a	fasting	day	for	Muslims.	30			
	
But	the	warm	relations	between	Jews	and	Muslims	did	not	last.		[Though]	the	Jews	may	
have	 been	 prepared	 to	 align	 politically	 with	Muhammad,	 they	 were	 not	 prepared	 to	
accept	 him	 as	 a	 prophet	 [of	 their	 own].	 	 For	 Jews,	 the	 days	 of	 God’s	 revelation	 had	
ended.”31	 	Gradually	 a	 schism	developed	 as	 all	 sides	 drifted	 further	 and	 further	 away	
from	Abraham’s	story	and	teachings	of	a	universal	G*d.	32	
	
And,	the	further	we	drift,	the	harder	it	 is	to	find	our	way	toward	the	spirit	that	is	 light	
and	 life.	 It	 is	hard	not	to	notice	the	division,	the	wars,	the	name	calling,	the	variety	of	
ways	in	which	we	do	not	honor	G*d	or	that	spirit	that	sustains	and	brings	reverence	to	
our	lives.		I	have	a	question	for	you.		What	if	there	is	a	G*d?		A	G*d	that	neither	you	nor	
all	 the	world	religions	can	define,	categorize,	or	package	 into	a	neat	 little	box,	easy	to	
put	on	a	shelf,	easy	to	ignore?		What	if	.	.	.	there	is	something	out	there,	beyond	all	the	
individual	 religions	of	Abraham	and	of	others,	 something	percolating	and	bubbling	up	
from	 the	 ground	 of	 all	 being,	 from	 the	 source	 of	 love,	 from	 the	 infinite	 unknowing?		
Something	persistently	trying	through	every	imaginable	way	and	through	all	our	mental	
constructs	 to	make	 itself	 known.	 	 Something	 that	 wants	 us	 to	 honor	 its	 presence	 by	
honoring	each	other.	 	 Something	 that	wants	us	 to	know	 that	we	as	humans	have	 the	
power	to	know	and	be	known	by	the	holy,	by	how	we	are	with	one	another.	 	Making	

                                                
28 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	167. 
29 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	167. 
30 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	168. 
31 Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	168. 
32	“Peace-loving	Muslims	point	out	that	the	Koran	never	advocates	violence	toward	other	religions	and	
never	insisted	[that]	Jews	and	Christians	become	Muslim.		[It]	is	explicit.		There	shall	be	no	compulsion	in	
religion.		Faith	has	to	be	a	matter	of	individual	conscience.		Even	in	places	where	Muslims	[rule]	over	non-
Muslims[,]	they	are	never	to	be	coerced	[into	conversion].”	Feiler,	Bruce.		Abraham.		A	Journey	to	the	
Heart	of	Three	Faiths	(New	York:		HarperCollins,	2002)	169. 
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that	happen	is	how	we	will	come	to	know	that	which	cannot	be	named	but	which	is	ever	
present	to	us.			Making	that	happen	is	how	we	will	illuminate	a	darkened	world.	
	
What	if,	an	undefinable,	invisible	spirit	of	life	is	saying	to	us,	as	the	Muslim	cleric	Rumi	
did,		
	

“Out	beyond	ideas	of	wrongdoing	and	rightdoing	there	is	a	field.	
I	[will]	meet	you	there.”33	

	
―	Jalaluddin	Rumi	

	
So	may	it	be.	
	
Responsive	Reading	610				The	Journey	of	Love,	Mohammed	Iqbal	
	
*Closing	Hymn	#188			Come,	Come	Whoever	You	Are,	adapted	from	Rumi				
	
*Closing	Words			 	 	
	 	 	 													
“Please	join	hands	for	the	extinguishing	of	the	chalice.”	
	
“We	extinguish	this	flame,	but	not	the	light	of	truth,	the	warmth	of	community,	or	the	
fire	of	commitment.	We	extinguish	this	flame,	but	not	the	power	and	meaning	of	our	
covenant,	calling	us	to	our	highest	ideals	and	ways	of	being	with	one	another.	These	we	
carry	in	our	hearts	until	we	are	together	again.		Let	the	congregation	say:	AMEN”	
	
	
Extinguishing	the	Chalice	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Closing	Music						Prelude	in	F,	Bach	

                                                
33	http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/875661.Jalaluddin_Rumi		December	10,	2016		


