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“Environmental Justice II:  More than the Sum of the Parts”© 
Shoreline Unitarian Universalist Society, Madison, CT 

The Rev. Jeanne Lloyd 
May 7, 2017 

 
Gathering Music                 Emily Phillips 
 
 Prelude V in D major and Prelude VI in D minor 
 from The Well-Tempered Clavier Book I by J.S. Bach 
 and Fantasy in D minor K 397 by Mozart    
 
Sounding of the Gong 
 
Welcome                        Jennifer Swenson 
                                                 President, Board of Trustees 
 
Prelude      Prelude XXI in Bb major from The Well-Tempered 
       Clavier Book I by J.S. Bach 
 
Chalice Lighting & Bell           
(The flaming chalice is the symbol of our free faith) 
 
Opening Words                                       Rev. Lloyd 
Wind, Water, Sun by Seth Carrier-Ladd1 

Wind that whispers through the willow trees 
Sun that sustains us 
Water that washes over willing earth and weathered stones 
A smile shared and savored 
A child’s squeal of delight as she dances in the daisies and daffodils 
The quiet joy of gathered community 
This, this is the spirit of life and love that we call forth now into this gathering 
May this spirit infuse our hearts, fill our souls, and carry us forward like a wave on the 
ocean as we enter now into this sacred time and space. 
So may it be. 

 
New Member Ceremony                    Jennifer Farmer-Etzel, Cong. Life Chair 

               Jennifer Swenson, President 
 

#*Opening Hymn #157       Step by Step the Longest March (2x) 
 
A Story for All                       Nate Pawelek, Director of Religious Education 

                                                 
1 http://www.uua.org/worship/words/invocation/wind-water-sun May 6, 2017. 

http://www.uua.org/directory/people/seth-carrier-ladd
http://www.uua.org/worship/words/invocation/wind-water-sun
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#Sing the Young People Out       ‘Till we meet again (2x) 
         May peace go with you (2x) 
    
Honoring Our Joys and Sorrows     
And, now, if you woke this morning with a sorrow so heavy that you need the help of 
this community to carry it; or if, in the spirit of thankfulness, you woke with gratitude in 
your heart that simply must be shared, now is the time for you to speak.   
 
Please come forward to the lectern as you are able.  Or, we will bring a mic to you, as 
needed. 
 
PAUSE 
 
Let us reflect with reverence in our hearts for the joys and sorrows spoken and 
unspoken today. 
 

Musical Meditation:   Im wunderschoenen Monat Mai (In the  
                                            wondrously beautiful month of May) No. 1  
                                         from Dichterliebe (Poet's Love) by Schumann 

  
Offertory Words       
Nelson Mandela, Adapted2 
 
We understand it still that there is no easy road to freedom. 
We know it well that none of us acting alone can achieve success. 
We must therefore act together as a united people,  
for national reconciliation, for nation building, for the birth of a new world. 
 
Let there be justice for all. 
Let there be peace for all. 
Let there be work, bread, water and salt for all. 
Let each know that for each the body, the mind and the soul have been freed to fulfill 
themselves. 
Let freedom reign. 
 
These words are adapted from the Inaugural Speech of Nelson Mandela, May 10, 1994, 
23 years ago.  May the offering we take today help us fulfill this promise. 
 
Offering & Offertory Music       One World, Dede Duson          SUUS Singers 

                                                 
2 https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Inaugural_Speech_17984.html  May 6, 2017. 

https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Inaugural_Speech_17984.html


“Environmental Justice II:  Greater than the Sum of the Parts” 
Rev. Jeanne Lloyd, 5-7-17 

Page 3 of 9 

 

 
 
©2017.  All notes, research, sermons and other products are the sole intellectual property of Rev. Lloyd, 
unless otherwise noted as the intellectual property of another.  Sermons may be copied for individual use, 
only.  If quoted, appropriate attribution to Rev. Lloyd is expected. 

Sermon                                                 Rev. Lloyd 
             Environmental Justice II:  Greater Than the Sum of Its Parts 

Last time we met, we talked about Environmental Justice, and how it’s hard to see the 
big picture when it is so much a part of our everyday lives.3   

As Nate pointed out . . .  we assume the fish doesn’t know about the water it swims in.  
Likewise, we can’t always see the air we breathe or the hardship experienced by others 
in our own towns.  We cannot help but be immersed in the culture we live in and that 
means we will make assumptions based exclusively on our daily experiences.  Those 
assumptions shape our perceptions and prejudices, our circumstances and our 
unacknowledged privilege.  And, more often than not, this reality is invisible to us, like 
the air we breathe or the water a fish swims in.  That invisibility of cultural norms allows 
us to blindly accept the exploitation of the environment in such a way as to sometimes 
leave our neighbors at the margins with less choice and power over such fundamentals 
as food, water, and even clean air.   

Notice that I’m not actually talking about just the environment.  I’m talking about the 
interrelatedness between the air, food, water, chemicals, weather, AND living beings (be 
they human or otherwise).  Nor am I talking about how essential resources are 
preserved, but rather for whom are they preserved? Who gets to breathe clean air?  
Who gets to drink clean water?  Who gets to eat life giving food?  Or, said another way . 
. . Who gets asthma?  Whose water is polluted with dangerous chemicals?  Who has 
insufficient access to food and is therefore prevented from reaching their full dignity?  
And, whose land, the very land needed for survival, is destroyed by chaotic weather and 
rising seas? 

When I titled this sermon, “Environmental Justice: Greater Than the Sum of the Parts,” I 
wanted to get the idea across that when looking at any particular justice issue, it is 
always more complex than we think – if we are looking at it from a distance.  Almost 
always our assumptions are insufficient to explain another’s reality.   

Let’s take as but one example, food insecurity or what many of us call hunger.  It is a 
broad and complex issue.    

PAUSE 

Right now, in Connecticut, 13% of our citizens experience food insecurity.4  It is called 
“food insecurity” because they don’t know where they will find their next meal.  That’s 

                                                 
3 http://sivers.org/fish  5/2/14 
4 http://www.ctfoodbank.org/about-us/hunger-in-connecticut/map-the-meal-gap-2015/  May 5, 2017. 

http://sivers.org/fish
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472,540 people.5 // At 14%, New Haven county, our county, has the highest rate of food 
insecurity or hunger in CT.6  It outranks all the other CT counties by as much as 4%.7  
14% is 119,880 people.  These people are, by no stretch of the imagination, our 
neighbors.8 

But, hunger isn’t just about hunger, is it?  It’s about how hunger effects one’s life. 
Feeding America.org reports that: 

Child Development9  10 

• For children, it’s about “birth complications” . . . such as low birth weight.”[ii]  
[iii]  

• It’s about “delayed development, . . . learning difficulties, and chronic health 
conditions such as anemia and asthma, and, increased hospitalizations].” [iv] [v] 

• It’s about . . . “higher levels of aggression and anxiety and [delayed] social skills” 
[xii] [because] some do not have enough food and water.” [x],[xi]   

• It’s about truancy and school tardiness. [xi]  and behavior problems such as: 
fighting,[xii] hyperactivity, aggression,[xiii] anxiety,[xiv] mood swings, and 
bullying.[xv]   

Physical and Mental Health11 

• For others, it’s about people who cannot live a full and active life because 
[they’re too preoccupied wondering where their next meal will come from] . . . 
[ii],[iii],[iv] [v]  

                                                 
5 http://www.ctfoodbank.org/about-us/hunger-in-connecticut/map-the-meal-gap-2015/  May 5, 2017. 
6 http://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2014/overall/connecticut/county/new-haven May 5, 2017. 
7 http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-hunger/child-
development.html  May 6, 2017 
8 http://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2014/overall/connecticut/county/new-haven  May 5, 2017. 
9http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-hunger/child-
development.html  May 6, 2017 
10 Note:  “. . . future physical and mental health, academic achievement, and economic productivity . . . 
Unfortunately, food insecurity is an obstacle that threatens that critical foundation. According to the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), in 2012, 15.9 million children under 18 in the United 
States live in households where they are unable to consistently access enough nutritious food necessary 
for a healthy life. Although food insecurity is harmful to any individual, it can be particularly devastating 
among children due to their increased vulnerability and the potential for long-term consequences.”  
http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-hunger/child-
development.html  May 6, 2017 
11 http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-hunger/child-
development.html  May 6, 2017 

http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn2
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn3
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn4
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn12
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn10
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn11
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn11
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn12
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn13
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn14
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-development.aspx#_edn15
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn2
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn3
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn4
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn5
http://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2014/overall/connecticut/county/new-haven
http://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2014/overall/connecticut/county/new-haven
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• It’s about . . . “[an] increased risk of developing [chronic illnesses such as] 
diabetes . . . [hypertension,  . . . and, various cardiovascular diseases].”[vii],[viii] [ix] 

For our food insecure Seniors:12 

• 60 percent are more likely to experience depression  
• 53 percent are more likely to report a heart attack  
• 52 percent are more likely to develop asthma  
• 40 percent are more likely to . . . develop congestive heart failure [symptoms] 

Those are some of the outcomes.  What are the causes? 

Think of our society and the variety of ways that some are discriminated against and 
some are not.  Think of the environment, the one that must exist in healthy and 
wholesome ways, if our citizens and children are to have enough to eat.   

Let’s take a look at some reasons why food insecurity exists.    

Dr. Eric Holt-Gimenez is “the Executive Director of Food First (also known as the 
Institute for Food and Development Policy). [He’s] worked at village, tribal, national and 
regional levels on international agriculture development strategies in Mexico, Central 
America, South Africa and California.”13 He writes that, “The . . . the current global food 
crisis [can be described] as a silent tsunami, with billions of people going hungry.  
Hunger is indeed, coming in waves, but not everyone will drown in famine.  The 
recurrent food crises are making a handful of corporations very rich – even as they put 
the rest of the planet at risk.”14   

Global economic disparities between the haves and the have nots threaten all of us.  He 
says, “built over a half a century, largely with public grain subsidies and foreign aid, the 
global food-industrial complex is made up of: 

[1] large corporations that sell grain, seed, chemicals, and fertilizer, [and] . . .  

2] global supermarket chains and food [processing corporations] . . .   

                                                 
12 http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-research/senior-hunger-research/spotlight-on-
senior-hunger.html May 6, 2017 
13 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Holt_Giménez May 6, 2017 
14 Eric Holt-Gimenez.  “Food Rebellions.”  YES! Magazine, Issue 49.  (Positive Futures Network, 284 
Madrona Way NE, Suite 116, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110-2870, Spring 2009) 45. 

http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn7
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn8
http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/physical-and-mental-health.aspx#_edn9
http://www.foodfirst.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Holt_Giménez
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[On the other hand, family] farmers have [for decades] resisted . . . [such] corporate 
control.  They have worked to diversify crops, protect soil and native seeds, and [to] 
conserve nature.  They have established local gardens, businesses, and community-
based food systems.”15  Gimenez believes that the [best] remedies [to improve food 
security] will be those “that make the lives of family farmers easier:  [by re-regulating] 
the market, [reducing] the power of the agri-foods industrial complex, and [building] 
ecologically resilient family agriculture.”16 

Food security is intimately tied to the health of our global environment as well.  So, this 
issue is also about “greenhouse gas emissions [that lead to] climate change . . . [such as] 
increased extremes [in] summer dryness (heat waves, droughts, and wildfires) and 
winter wetness (flooding); [increased extremes in] weather (hurricanes and tornados); 
[increased] sea level (loss of coastline and loss of fresh water); [declining] glaciers and 
polar ice caps; [increasing] volcanic eruptions and earthquakes; loss of human habitat; 
loss of food availability [which increases the cost of food]; and [the] loss of plant and 
animal species . . .]” 17  
 
PAUSE 
 
Next Tuesday marks the 25th anniversary of the United Nation’s “Earth Summit” in Rio 
de Janeiro.  19618 nations of the earth gathered together in Rio to address global 
warming and the survival of the planet and its creatures.  They signed a non-binding 
treaty “ . . . to reduc[e] global warming.  Given that this first treaty was not legally 
binding, it was not so hard to get nations to sign on.  The United States signed that first 
treaty.  Later the 1997 Kyoto Protocol treaty included legally binding terms by 
international standards. But, then, only 8319 countries signed the Kyoto Protocol, and 
the U.S. was not one of them.  In 2015, another effort was made to bring the countries 
of the world together to control greenhouse gases.  This time 144 parties ratified the 
Paris Agreement, and the United States is among them.  Together, “[they agree to] 
strive to formulate and communicate long-term low greenhouse gas emission 
development strategies, while taking into account their common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities, in . . . light of different national 
circumstances.”20 

                                                 
15 Eric Holt-Gimenez.  “Food Rebellions.”  YES! Magazine, Issue 49.  (Positive Futures Network, 284 
Madrona Way NE, Suite 116, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110-2870, Spring 2009) 45. 
16 Eric Holt-Gimenez.  “Food Rebellions.”  YES! Magazine, Issue 49.  (Positive Futures Network, 284 
Madrona Way NE, Suite 116, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110-2870, Spring 2009) 45. 
17 Source unknown. 
18 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change  May 6, 
2017 
19 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyoto_Protocol  May 6, 2017 
20 http://unfccc.int/focus/long-term_strategies/items/9971.php  May 5, 2017. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyoto_Protocol
http://unfccc.int/focus/long-term_strategies/items/9971.php
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This latest treaty was only just ratified in October 2016, 7 months ago.  Until then, the 
result and effort of various nations was scattered and inconsistent.21  And, though some 
sectors in the U.S., and the world, have seen some progress, to date, the overall trend 
toward increased emissions that threaten environmental stability . . . continues.].”22 23  

Hunger, like many other human rights issues, is a complicated issue, with a myriad of 
silo-ed players, factors, variables and statistics that can illuminate or mislead.  I am just 
one human being.  I am not here to make all of it make sense to all of you.  I can’t do 
that in 15-20 minutes, even if I was an expert in these matters.  I am here to say that we 
need to pay attention to our neighbors and the environment in which we live, including 
our cultural environment which tends to keep such issues hidden from view.  We must 
pay attention to the howling winds outside our door and to our neighbors who seek 
shelter from that wind. 

PAUSE 

These are complex issues.  The need is real.  What we do matters.   

Here is something that doesn’t matter. 

It doesn’t matter where we start . . . as long as we start somewhere.   Fortunately, as my 
grandmother used to say, there is more than one way to skin a cat.24  I’ll offer here just 

                                                 
21It is reported that in “the interval between 1880 and 2012 [there was] an increase in global average 
temperature of approximately 0.85 °C (1.5 °F) and that . . . between 1901 and 2010 [there was] an 
increase in global average sea level of about 19–21 cm (7.5–8.3 inches).” 
 https://www.britannica.com/science/global-warming/Global-warming-and-public-policy#toc274777  
May 5, 2017. 
22“[Since] 1990, U.S. emissions . . . [had] increased at an average annual rate of 0.2 percent [per year.” 
 http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/ghgemissions/US-GHG-Inventory-2014-Chapter-2-
Trends.pdf  May 16, 2014.  This EPA page is currently not available, May 6, 2017. 
23 Note: “in 2012, total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions were 6,525.6 Tg or million metric tons CO2 Eq. 
Total U.S. emissions have increased by 4.7 percent from 1990 to 2012, and emissions decreased from 
2011 to 2012 by 3.4 percent (227.4Tg CO2 Eq.). The decrease from 2011 to 2012 was due to a decrease in 
the carbon intensity of fuels consumed to generate electricity due to a decrease in coal consumption, with 
increased natural gas consumption. Additionally, relatively mild winter conditions, especially in regions of 
the United States where electricity is an important heating fuel, resulted in an overall decrease in 
electricity demand in most sectors.” http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/ghgemissions/US-
GHG-Inventory-2014-Chapter-2-Trends.pdf  May 16, 2014.  This EPA page is currently not available, May 
7, 2017. 
24 http://english.stackexchange.com/questions/32123/origin-of-the-phrase-theres-more-than-one-way-
to-skin-a-cat  May 6, 2017 

https://www.britannica.com/science/global-warming/Global-warming-and-public-policy#toc274777
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/ghgemissions/US-GHG-Inventory-2014-Chapter-2-Trends.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/ghgemissions/US-GHG-Inventory-2014-Chapter-2-Trends.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/ghgemissions/US-GHG-Inventory-2014-Chapter-2-Trends.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/ghgemissions/US-GHG-Inventory-2014-Chapter-2-Trends.pdf
http://english.stackexchange.com/questions/32123/origin-of-the-phrase-theres-more-than-one-way-to-skin-a-cat
http://english.stackexchange.com/questions/32123/origin-of-the-phrase-theres-more-than-one-way-to-skin-a-cat
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three examples of what other Unitarian Universalists are doing to put their faith in 
action: 

“[The] Harmony Unitarian Universalist Church is a relatively new UU congregation in 
Ohio.   Earth Day 2010 was Harmony’s first social action event. The children made 
displays about new recycling rules in the Cincinnati area and also about local food 
resources. Several families started seeds for [a] seed giveaway at the Arbor Day 
Celebration and Earth Walk in Mason, Ohio . . . [The] seedling giveaway was a hit[!] 
[They] gave out almost 200 seedlings, which included heirloom tomatoes, broccoli, 
peppers, cucumbers, basil, and a few mystery plants.”25 

PAUSE 

“[The] UU Congregation of Clearwater, FL [has been working for over 16 years] to . . . 
eliminate [the] modern day slavery and sweatshops [that] produce agriculture in Florida 
. . .  They [do so by supporting] the Coalition of Immokalee Workers “with educational 
and letter-writing campaigns, boycotts, picketing and marching within a larger interfaith 
effort. In March of 2013, [the Clearwater congregation] supported the [Immokalee 
Workers in a] 200-mile march on] [the] Publix [Supermarket chain] by providing lunch 
for [the] 300 marchers.26 In December of 2012, [Clearwater UU] members protested at 
the Publix market in Dunedin. Through their connection with [the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers], the congregation helped organize support for compassionate 
immigration reform on the state and local level. [The Clearwater congregation] has also 
been involved in FAST, a new multicultural, interfaith Social Justice Group in Florida. In 
June 2013, the UUA awarded [them the] Bennett Award for Congregational Action on 
Human Justice and Social Action].”27 

PAUSE 

At a denominational level, in 2011, “Delegates at the General Assembly in Charlotte, NC, 
raised Ethical Eating: as a Food and Environmental Justice issue.  Ethical eating 
recognizes the moral dimensions of our food choices. “Poor regions of the world have 
shifted from producing crops that support their self-sufficiency to “cash crops” valued 
by the dominant world economy, like cotton, tobacco, sugar, tea, rice, coffee, cocoa, 
bananas, pineapples, corn, soy beans, and livestock. Combined with free market 
economics, this perpetuates dependent, inequitable relationships and a system of 

                                                 
25 http://uuministryforearth.org/Success_Stories  May 6, 2017 
26 Note: A customer of Publix says:  "I want to thank you for everything about the Publix experience. Prices 
are low, and I have found that if I shop smart and use my coupons, I save even more than I do at 
Walmart." 
27 http://uuministryforearth.org/Success_Stories  May 6, 2017 

http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/185320.shtml
http://uuministryforearth.org/Success_Stories
http://uuministryforearth.org/Success_Stories
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poverty, malnutrition and exploited labor. Because indigenous and poor populations 
lack access to traditional hunting, gathering and farming lands, they no longer have 
access to their traditional food products and must resort to foreign diets, whose poor 
quality and highly processed nature . . . lead to nutrition related diseases.”28 

The ways our societies raise, buy, and consume our food has direct effects on the earth, 
plants and animals, and humans who work to make our food available.”29 To help 
congregations study the intersection between food and environmental justice, the UUA 
has created a study guide for congregations to follow.  (Show Curriculum) 

PAUSE 

Each of you arose this morning with your own joys and sorrows.  Each of you arose with 
your own perceptions and dreams.  You are each a complex human being, comprised of 
a variety of experiences and circumstances that has shaped your particular personality 
uniquely.  I expect and value that . . . that which calls you to address another’s suffering 
will be entirely different from that which calls me.  For each of us, our capacity and 
readiness is different.   That said, let us acknowledge that the world needs us to pay 
attention and to do what we can.  It needs human beings committed to making sure 
that all beings have an equitable opportunity to those resources needed not only to 
survive but to thrive. 

Join us on May 21st for our Justice Fair, after the Sunday Service.  Let’s start anew to 
preserve and promote freedom, dignity and love for our neighbor and ourselves. 

May it be so. 
  

 *Closing Hymn #151      I Wish I Knew How 
   
*Closing Words 
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the 
fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.   
 
Extinguishing the Chalice      
 
Sounding of the Gong 

                                                 
28 UUA Congregational Study/Action Issue:  Ethical Eating Food an Environmental Justice 2008-2012 
Congregational Resource Guide, Revised and Updated April 2010, page 31. 
29 http://www.uua.org/environment/eating/  May 6, 2017 

http://www.uua.org/environment/eating/

	When I titled this sermon, “Environmental Justice: Greater Than the Sum of the Parts,” I wanted to get the idea across that when looking at any particular justice issue, it is always more complex than we think – if we are looking at it from a distance...
	But, hunger isn’t just about hunger, is it?  It’s about how hunger effects one’s life. Feeding America.org reports that:
	Child Development
	Physical and Mental Health

